CONSENT AND REFUSAL
Valid consent, either informed or implied, shall be obtained from the patient/legal guardian prior to initiation of any evaluation or treatment as time and patient condition allow.  Consent may be written or verbal.

Minors under the age of 16 years may refuse medical care only if they are emancipated (a parent or married).

Non – emancipated minors under the age of 16 years with life-threatening illness or injury must be treated with or without the consent of the parent or legal guardian.  Law enforcement must become involved in an issue where a parent / legal guardian is refusing medial care to a minor with a life-threatening condition. 

Other individuals that may not refuse care regardless of age, include:

· Individuals certified by the court to be mentally incompetent

· Individuals taken into protective custody by law enforcement

· Individuals under the influence of an impairing substance that may be a danger to themselves or others

· Individuals under the care of a guardian.

Patients refusing treatment and transportation should be made fully aware of the possible consequences in their decision and should sign a Treatment/Transport Refusal form.  The witness signature should be someone not involved with Marlboro County Emergency Medical Services who, in fact, witnessed the verbal refusal such as family, law enforcement, etc.  If this is not possible, a crew members signature is permissible.  If the patient refuses to sign the form, note this in the signature block with your initials and a witness signature.  If there is any question about the patients’ ability to refuse care, contact the on-line physician for advises.
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