ALTERED MENTAL STATUS / CVA

APPLIES TO:
PARAMEDIC

1. Assess ABC’s.

2. Open and maintain airway and follow the RESPIRATORY MANAGEMENT protocol. 
3. Monitor cardiac activity.

4. Perform Glucose Testing.

5. Start IV of D5W or normal saline at KVO rate. May draw blood if IV site will not be at risk.  (One red top and one purple top should be obtained and labeled).

6. If blood glucose level is less than 80 mg\dl, give Dextrose 50% 1 AMP IVP. Narcan 2 mg SLOW IVP may be given if believed to be drug related and if intubation is imminent.

7. A second AMP of Dextrose 50% IVP may be given if patient has not regained an adequate level of consciousness in 5-10 minutes 

8. If unable to gain IV access, give Glucagon 1mg IM. 

9. If airway cannot be controlled and CVA is suspected, RSI may be applicable.  Refer to DIFFICULT/UNCONTROLLED AIRWAY protocol. (MCRS)
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