INTUBATION (Adult)

PREHOSPITAL AND INTERFACILITY TRANSPORTS

APPLIES TO:
PARAMEDIC
1. Assess the need for intubation. 

2. If the patient has acute respiratory distress, unresponsive, uncontrolled airway, or respirations less than 10/min. insert oral airway and ventilate with 100% oxygen via BVM and intubate.

3. Patient that present with an intact gag reflex may qualify for Rapid Sequence Induction (RSI).   Refer to the DIFFICULT/UNCONTROLLED protocol for RSI. (MCRS)

4. If the patient is in a respiratory arrest, insert oral airway and ventilate with 100% oxygen via BVM for 3 minutes.  Orally intubate attempting for no longer than 30 seconds and no more than three times.

5.
If airway cannot be secured through intubation, may secure airway with Laryngeal Mask Airway (LMA).  LMA may only be used after failed intubation attempts times three.
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