REACTIVE AIRWAY (adult)
APPLIES TO:
PARAMEDIC

1. Recognize the signs and symptoms of asthma and/or COPD.

2.
Assess ABC’s

3.
Maintain airway via RESPIRATORY MANAGEMENT protocol.  
4.
Monitor cardiac activity.

5.
Start IV normal saline at KVO rate or saline lock.

6.
Give Albuterol 5mg via hand-held nebulizer over 5-15 minutes.

7.
If pulse oximetry <80%, and diminished or absent lung sounds give Epinephrine    1:1,000 .3mg SQ if under 30 years of age.

8.
For patients over 30 years of age, call on-line medical control for Epinephrine order.

9.
Epinephrine is not approved for COPD management.

10.
Contact on-line medical control for further Albuterol treatments.

11.
Contact on-line medical control for orders for additional Epinephrine if  Albuterol fails.

12.
If airway cannot be controlled RSI may be applicable.  Refer to the Difficult/Uncontrolled Airway protocol. (MCRS)
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