CHEST TRAUMA
APPLIES TO:
PARAMEDIC

1. Assess ABC’s.

2. Maintain airway via the Respiratory Management protocol.  
3. Recognize a load and go situation and contact medical control with overview of patient and scene, revised trauma score, and ETA from scene.

4. Monitor cardiac activity.  Be alert for any S-T segment elevations or depressions.

5. Start IV of normal saline titrating for systolic pressure no more than 100.  If time permits, start second normal saline.  Do not delay transport for IV therapy.  Treat enroute.

6. Monitor lung sounds.  

7. If decreased or absent lung sounds and a tracheal deviation, perform pleural decompression.

8. If airway cannot be controlled RSI may be applicable.  Refer to the Difficult/Uncontrolled Airway protocol. (MCRS)
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