MARLBORO COUNTY RESCUE SQUAD, INC.


POLICY:

IV THERAPY
PURPOSE:
To establish a policy on the establishment of intravenous lines in patients.

APPLIES TO:
EMT-I and Paramedic

1. IV therapy will be established to administer intravenous fluid and/or provide a route for medication administration.

2. IV therapy will only be initiated by EMT-Is and Paramedics.

3. Place tourniquet on patients’ arm to facilitate venous dilatation.

4. Select suitable site for venous puncture that is both best suited to the patients needs and is comfortable for the patient.

5. Prior to tourniquet placement, assure all air is “flushed” from the IV tubing.

6. Using aseptic technique clean selected site with alcohol, then Betadine, then alcohol using a widening circular motion moving from the selected puncture site, out.

7. Select jelco size based on the vein selection.  Jelcos should be selected based of comfort for the patient, and reason for an IV access.

8. Insert jelco into vein at a 45-degree angle, slightly decreasing the angle after obtaining “flashback”.  Insert jelco about a tenth of an inch farther after “flashback” to assure catheter enters vein.

9. Withdraw needle and place in puncture resistant container. Connect IV tubing to hub of jelco and open clamp to check for free flow of fluid.

10. After observing for swelling or pain, adjust IV drip rate to desired setting.

11. Secure IV tubing and jelco with tape.

12. EMT-Is and Paramedics will document size of jelco, IV site, time, rate, and volume of fluid initiated.
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